[The need to teach research methodology in the career of medical surgeon].
A survey on the interest in doing medical research, present or previous involvement in it, and opinions on the need for a research course in the medical doctor and surgeon degree program was administered to 310 persons. The participants were divided into seven groups in accordance with their main lines of work: professors, administrative personnel, doctors at the primary, secondary and tertiary care level, residents, and medical students. The participants were in favor of research: 93.5% felt that they would have profited from a research course during their undergraduate studies and 94.8% were of the opinion that an introductory course in scientific research was needed in the graduate program; although 23.5% of the administrative personnel (a figure significantly different from the other groups, p less than 0.05) thought that the course was unnecessary. From the data obtained, the authors consider that an introductory course in scientific research should be included in the medical doctor and surgeon degree program.